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Fr Paul Gibbons RIP 
 Excerpts from Fr Christopher Pearson’s Homily at his Funeral

PERHAPs onLy Fr Paul would be surprised at how many from Maidstone, Croydon and here at St 
Francis, where he became a Roman Catholic, are here today.

He had planned his 
Funeral minutely and 
asked me to conduct it. 
I’m grateful to Monsignor 
Newton for allowing me this 
privilege. Thank you also to 
Fr Liam here at St Francis; 
his nephew Stephen, his 
executor; and to Fatmir, 
his friend and companion 
over many years - you are 
indeed something of the 
son he never had.

Father Paul asked for 
no eulogy. We should ask 
God’s mercy for him and the prayers of Mary, Mother 
of Mercy. So, no eulogy, just a few anecdotes.

I was on a pastoral placement with him in about 1983 
or 1984, trying to discern a vocation to Ordination 
in the Church of England. One morning, I called at 
the Vicarage. Father Paul opened the door wearing 
cassock and zucchetto. “Ah, Christopher, I’m glad 
you’re here, we can go shopping”. My task was to hold 
the donkey whilst he went into the supermarket. It was 
a rude awakening on this placement to get in a pony 
and trap and go shopping with a priest in a cassock. I 
loved it! During that year, Father Paul taught me many 
things; some I remember and value still.

He was skilful at turning things around and giving 
a different perspective. When I became a CofE Vicar, 
he asked, “How long will you stay in this parish?” “I 
don’t know Father, perhaps after 12 years I’ll move 
to another until I retire.” “Two parishes! As many as 
that?” He was vicar of St Michael’s for 40 years, a great 
and faithful service.

He chose the raising of Lazarus as today’s Gospel. 
We hear that Jesus was great friends with Martha, 
Mary and Lazarus. Indeed, he loved them. Jesus goes 
to those he loves in their need. But he arrives two 
days late! Martha said, “Master, if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died” Why didn’t she say, 
“Why did you take your time? You could have made 
a difference”. But Martha trusts Jesus, and knows 

something is different, because she adds “…even now, 
whatever you ask of God, he will grant you”.

Jesus says, ‘I am the Resurrection and I am the Life.’ 
He’s telling us he is God as well as man.  He comes 
in their need and reveals God’s Glory. Lazarus has 
died and is bound by his sin. When Jesus calls to 
him with authority: “Lazarus, here, come out!”  He’s 
commanding him to live a new and risen life.

When Jesus, through the priest, speaks over the bread 
and wine, the words that he uses are authoritative and 
change is effected, because if Jesus is who he says he is, 
then what he says is. We must rejoice that Father Paul 
believes this.

Finally, in the Church of England, we had pastoral 
reviews every few years. When Fr Paul had been 
vicar for thirty-five years, Archbishop George Carey 
came to see him. “So then Paul…” (which made him 
wince) “last time, you set some targets for the future. 
Have you had any thoughts?” “Yes, Your Grace, I have 
thought about this and I’m pleased to tell you that I 
have bought a grave!”

It’s into that grave that we will lay our brother, friend, 
priest, Father Paul, in the sure and certain hope of the 
Resurrection.

Lord, have mercy on him.
Mary, Mother of Mercy, always pray for him.
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Traditions, 
Newman, 
and more…
Joanna Bogle

THE EvEnTs of the past weeks have made us all feel 
connected to our history and traditions. This is of course a good 

thing – good for us as individuals and good for the country. We are not 
meant to be atomised individuals. God made us to belong to families, to 
work together as communities, to share histories.

It was impossible, as a Londoner, not to go to 
Buckingham Palace to be part of that vast crowd when 
our new king arrived from Scotland. As the clichés put 
it – but clichés are so often true, which is why they are 
clichés – “this is a moment of history”. And of unity. 

People gathered across what might often be regarded 
as divisions of race and age, and there was something 
genuine and heartfelt as they talked and swapped 
memories and anecdotes, and said “God save the King!”

Along with all of this are local traditions belonging 
to groups and counties and cities and organisations…
usually involving things that are also part of the larger 
whole. In the Ordinariate, we have our particular patrons 
that belong to our tradition and our common story. 

We are named after Our Lady of Walsingham, and 
our special patron is St John Henry Newman, whose 
feast day is on October 9th. Newman is in so many 
ways a very English figure, as well as belonging to the 
worldwide Church. And he is a figure of unity. 

King Charles, as Prince of Wales, not only went to 
Rome for Newman’s canonisation in 2018 but wrote a 
beautiful piece for The Times – “a moment of history” 
again.

What will you do for Newman’s feast-day? It falls 
on a Sunday this year. At the Ordinariate and parish 
church of the Most Precious Blood at The Borough, 
London Bridge, we will be having a parish lunch and a 
walk to Newman’s birthplace, which is just across the 
river, at the back of the Bank of England.

Newman – it’s interesting that as a saint we still tend 
to call him, in a somehow old-fashioned British way, 
by his surname rather than “St John Henry” – has no 

particular food connected to his story but we’ll have 
a proper Sunday lunch, with blackberry-and-apple 
crumble as pudding.

We’ll finish the day with Evensong – where, as at 
Mass in the morning, we’ll be singing hymns by St 
John Henry Newman. Then we’ll go home as dusk 
begins to gather on a London Autumn evening. “Lead, 
kindly light…”

 

The Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham 

in the North and Midlands 
 

COME, LORD JESUS! 

 
Saturday 3rd December 2022 

 

           12noon Mass (Divine Worship) (Advent Ember Day) 

            Lunch (provided) & social time 

            4pm Service of Advent Carols  
                     & Readings by candlelight 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                    The Precious Blood & All Souls 
                                               Coventry CV5 8DX 
                        For more information contact Fr Paul Burch  
                          at allsoulscov@gmail.com or 07557344682 
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Championing the 
cause of English Saints

“THE wiTnEssEs who have preceded us into the Kingdom, especially those 
whom the church recognises as saints, care for those whom they have left on earth. 

When they entered into the joy of their Master, they were “put in charge of many things”. 
Their intercession is their most exalted service to God’s plan. We can and should ask them to 
intercede for us and for the whole world.” (Catechism of the Catholic Church Paragraph 2683 
Italics mine)

So clearly we 
should invoke the 
saints. It is not 

really an optional extra “we can and 
we should” but the question I would 
like to pose is this. To which saints 
should we address our prayers?

There is of course no shortage 
of saints and no doubt we all have 
our favourites, Thérèse of Lisieux, 
Francis of Assisi, Padre Pio etc. 
Indeed the Universal Calendar of 
the church provides us with a host 
of  witnesses:  Ignatius of Loyola, 
Philip Neri, Maria Goretti, Francis 
de Sales, Anthony of Padua, St John 
Bosco. Now all these saints, apart 
from displaying heroic virtue and 
leading holy and faithful lives, have 
something else in common. None 
of them is English!

Now bearing this in mind I would 
like to offer another quotation 
from the  Catechism. It  is from 
the paragraph immediately following 
the one already quoted. ”A distinct 
spirituality can arise at the point of convergence of 
liturgical and theological currents, bearing witness 
to the integration of the faith into a particular human 
environment and its history.”

Surely this is a most apt description of the Ordinariate 
of Our Lady of Walsingham and it is with this in 
mind that I make an appeal for all in the Ordinariate 
to foster  our “distinctive  spirituality” not in a spirit 
of Ecclesiastical  jingoism,  but rather  that  as a real 
element of our “Anglican Patrimony” we should get to 
know and love our English saints.

Be honest, what do you know about St Guthlac? Yes, 

as I suspected, not very much! Yet 
until he was succeeded by Edward 
the Confessor he was the most 
popular saint in England. I will not 
say anything else about  him;  you 
can discover more about  him  as 
you discover more of your 
“Anglican Patrimony”.

The Forty Martyrs of England and 
Wales are better known, and though 
all Martyrs are equal some are more 
equal than others! What I mean is, 
Edmund Campion is much better 
known (perhaps partly because of 
Evelyn Waugh’s biography) than say 
John Kemble.

John was one of the oldest priests 
to be executed at eighty years old. 
Before his captors led him away he 
asked for a last drink and smoke 
of his pipe, a courtesy which was 
extended to him due to the esteem 
he had with both protestant and 
Catholic locals. To this day in parts of 
Herefordshire where he ministered 
“Having a Kemble” is local jargon for 

the final pint and smoke of the day.

And what do you know of Saint John of Bridlington? 
I thought so, a bit like Guthlac?  Well,  Saint 
John of Bridlington was the last Englishman 
to be  canonised  before the reformation. John 
Wardle’s booklet will tell you all about him.

We also have Bede, Cuthbert, Aidan and Oswald, 
Chad and his brother Cedd, Anne Line, Margaret 
Ward. England the Dowry of Mary has no shortage 
of home-grown saints so let us get to know and love 
them and ask for their help to intercede for us and the 
whole world.

St Guthlac
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Part of the family
Bryan Miller relives a week full of amazing welcomes

AT THE beginning of July Fr Len Black and I embarked on an amazing mini 
pilgrimage, but it had its origins earlier in the year when we spent a very busy 

but pleasant week at Pluscarden Abbey going through the early archives of the 
Benedictine community. However, you may rightly ask, how did this take us on a round trip of 1,592 miles 
by land, on motorways, single track roads bordered by high hedges and by sea on an open boat?

Pluscarden Abbey, the Benedictine 
House in Moray, has its origins back 
in the early 20th century within a 
Benedictine community that were 
originally Anglican.  In 1913 this 
group of Anglican Benedictines were 
received into the Catholic Church 
very much as the Ordinariate were in 
the early days of the 21st century. 

Abbot Anselm Atkinson of 
Pluscarden has highlighted this 
shared heritage in previous homilies, 
and in the last few years we have begun 
to develop a real and strong link with 
the community at Pluscarden Abbey, 
culminating in the generous offer for the Ordinariate 
to offer a Sung Mass at the Abbey in June of this year. 

Not only did some of the novices serve this Mass, 
but a couple of the monks from the schola sang the 
propers and led the hymns.  The 
Prior, Fr Giles Connacher, joined us 
after lunch and spoke of the shared 
roots of the Pluscarden House and 
the Ordinariate.

But this still does not explain 
the road trip mentioned at the 
start of this article.  There would 
have been no Pluscarden Abbey, 
or Prinknash Abbey, or indeed the 
initial Anglican Benedictine house, 
without an amazing and determined 
man called Aelred Carlyle.

Benjamin Fearnley Carlyle was 
born in 1879 and from the young 
age of 12 was determined to bring a Benedictine 
community back to the Church of England.  This drive 
continued in his student years and while supposedly 
training in London to become a doctor, he set up his 
first Benedictine priory at the age of nineteen on the 
Isle of Dogs, the large peninsula bounded on three 

sides by a large meander in the River 
Thames in East London.  It was here 
on the Isle of Dogs that he adopted 
the monastic name Aelred, after St 
Aelred of Rievaulx.

The challenges were great, as 
his Benedictine project was much 
misunderstood by those around 
him and of course from the official 
Church of England.  The community 
of monks moved around the country 
before founding a very substantial 
Abbey on the Island of Caldey, off the 
Welsh coast at Tenby.  

Difficulties with the hierarchy of the Church of 
England eventually led to the community, as a group, 
deciding to leave the Church of England and be 
received into the Catholic Church.  Much happened 
in the intervening years, and this will not be the place 

to tell that fascinating story, but 
hopefully we will in subsequent 
editions of The PorTal.

We decided after the original 
research we did at Pluscarden 
Abbey on the archive, that it would 
be beneficial to visit certain places 
associated with Aelred Carlyle, most 
importantly Caldey Abbey itself 
in Wales and Prinknash Abbey in 
Gloucestershire.

At Prinknash Abbey there is a 
monk of ninety, who is the great 
authority on Aelred Carlyle, and we 
made an appointment to see him 

and record our discussions.

I think the simplest way to let you know, in brief 
detail, of the great pilgrimage we embarked on is to 
show you our activities day by day, and next month I 
will tell you what happened on our amazing journey.

Part of the family ... 1,592 miles

Google maps

Our window on
the Ordinariate
in Scotland
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The Queen’s Farewell
Jackie Ottaway and Ronald Crane

APART fRom Paul VI and JPI, Her late Majesty Queen Elizabeth II met all the Post War Popes. 
In 1951 as Princess Elizabeth, she visited the Vatican and had an audience with Pope Pius XII. Queen 

Elizabeth first visited the Vatican as Queen on 5 May 1961. She and Prince Philip were received in audience 
by Pope John XXIII. 

A state visit was the occasion for her to be received in 
audience by Pope John Paul II. Two years later he made 
a pastoral visit to Great Britain and met Her Majesty. 
She was a visitor to the Vatican in October  2000, 
before  that never to be forgotten visit to Britain of 
Pope Benedict XVI in September 2010. In 2014 she 
and Prince Philip were at the Vatican to meet with 
Pope Francis.

There is a fuller account of these  meetings  on the 
PorTal PodcasT, available through The PorTal web 
site www.portalmag.co.uk.

As a Protestant, she took an oath to uphold that faith 
in her realm. Yet no other British Monarch has done 
more to foster close relations between the CofE and 
the Catholic Church. Cardinal Murphy O’Conner 
was a friend, and she called Cardinal Basil Hume “My 
Cardinal”. It was fitting that she died on the Feast of 
Our Lady’s Birthday.

Her historic visit to Dublin went a long way to heal 
some very painful sores. President Macron said that to 
us she was “Our Queen” but to the rest of the world she 
was “The Queen”.

Her death at Balmoral shocked us all, although she 
was ninety-six years of age. Few could remember the 
world without Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth. Ronald 
does remember the world of her Father, yet when he 
heard the news of her death, he cried.

A wonderful mourning process (if a mourning 
may be wonderful) drew in the  vast  majority of the 
population. We were glued to our TV sets, and to 
the  wireless. The acts of worship in Scotland and 
England will stay in the memory for the rest of our 
lives. King Charles III had the support of his siblings 
and the Queen’s grandchildren, not to mention great-
grandchildren. 

It is boasting, I know; but no-one does these public 
ceremonies better than we do. It was all magnificent; 
a  fitting farewell to a much-loved lady. Her journey 
from this world to the next was accompanied by much 

prayer. As the Archbishop of York said, “It is impossible 
to separate the Queen from her Christian Faith”. We all 
knew that her Christmas messages displayed her joy in 
the Gospel, in Her Lord Jesus Christ.

The seamless transition from Queen to King was 
effected beautifully. No matter how difficult it must 
have been for King Charles, he played his part to 
perfection.

We gathered a few views from various folk, 
Ordinariate and otherwise. They say it all.

Barry will remember the Accession Council and the 
Proclamation of Charles III as Our King. He told us 
“We know that on the death of a monarch the Crown 
automatically passes to the heir and so the Council 
has little real purpose, but it is part of the heritage of 
our Kingdom. It had an important role to play on the 
death of Elizabeth I and again on the death of Anne. 
The Proclamation by Garter King of Arms at St James’s 
and then by Clarenceux King of Arms at the Royal 
Exchange welcomed in the new King.

“It is only by looking back at the whole of the lying-
in-state of the Queen, the procession to the Abbey and 
the funeral, the procession to Hyde Park Corner and the 
committal at Windsor did I realise how extraordinary 
was the organisation, how spectacular and how lavish 
the result. The thousands queuing for hours, the hush 
as they passed by the  coffin, the  crowds beside the 
roads all told their story of the love the people had for 
Her Majesty, but also their love for the monarchy.

https://www.portalmag.co.uk
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“Both the funeral service 
and the committal service 
filled me with pride for our 
Nation and for the Christian 
religion. Despite the Abbey 
and St George’s being packed 
with those of other faiths and 
none we were reminded that 
Jesus Christ is the Way, the 
Truth and the Life and that 
there is no other way to the 
Father save by Him.”

Celia said, “The Queen’s 
always been there. Through 
my whole life she’s been our 
Monarch and the Matriarch 
of our country. I’ve always 
felt very proud to be British 
and to have the Queen as our 
Monarch, a strong woman 
who was a fantastic role model 
to all girls and women, so 
dignified and gracious. I was 
more emotional than I would 
have  thought,  learning of her 
death and have been glued to 
the BBC coverage which I think 
has been absolutely fantastic. 
The dignity and grace with 
which the royal family have 
conducted themselves, how 
the country, has conducted 
itself, has been wonderful.

“Princess  Anne’s 
statement  was so dignified. It 
was obvious that she had felt 
such privilege spending that 
last twenty-four hours with her 
mother. King Charles has been 
gracious and dignified whilst 
emotional and I think that we 
saw that emotion in his speech. 
The pomp and ceremony 
that we’re so good at in this 
country, has been wonderful 
and has made me really proud. The final journey from 
Buckingham Palace to Westminster Hall for the Queen 
to Lie in State was splendid, the music was amazing, the 
choir, many of whom were just so young, were fantastic 
and I feel great pride and emotion in watching.

“I was absolutely glued to the footage of the Queen’s 
funeral and moved by it. Especially as the Queen herself 
had a hand in the music and the readings  etc. It  was 

wonderful. It felt like the whole 
country had stopped to say 
goodbye to a beloved Queen. 
She was a strong and powerful 
woman who came to the 
throne at a time when women 
weren’t powerful, and she led 
the way for the rest of us. 

The procession down the 
long walk at Windsor was 
moving and the music in St 
George’s Chapel absolutely 
wonderful. The thing that 
stands out for me most of all 
was amidst all the hustle and 
bustle there were eight young 
men who carried her Majesty’s 
coffin throughout the day, and 
they silently did their duty 
with, literally, the weight of 
the world on their shoulders. 

Goodness me, they were 
magnificent. It must have been 
a tremendously difficult time, 
trying to grieve for your loved 
family member but doing it 
so very publicly. I think King 
Charles was dignified and 
graceful and I found both 
services incredibly moving, 
and I feel privileged to be able 
to watch them.”

Jo  remembered that when 
the news came through that the 
Queen was unwell, although 
we knew it was going to happen 
at some point, it was quite a 
shock to all of us really. “But 
then I can remember watching 
the news in the afternoon 
and evening at one point my 
husband said, “The flag’s going 
down, she’s gone”.

“There was that complete sense of loss, because 
we’ve always had Queen Elizabeth with us all of our 
lifetime. We’ve never known anybody else. She’s been 
a constant. She’s been very dignified and respectful. 
Considering all the politics going on, she’s not shown 
viewpoints either way. She has been that constant 
throughout it all.

“It was a huge sense of loss to an awful lot of people 
Ø
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and even people who 
haven’t been that keen 
on the monarchy have 
been quite shocked 
and quite surprised at 
their emotions about 
it, because she has 
always been there.

“It’s almost like part 
of the Nation has gone. 
For many people it’s 
reminded them of 
people that they’ve lost, 
people who’ve very 
much been a strong 
figure in their lives. 
Most of us have never 
met the Queen. I’ve met 
her daughter, but never 
met the Queen, but it is 
that constant that now 
is not there anymore.

“What has been 
absolutely fantastic, is 
there’s been so much 
on the news about 
her faith, her love of 
Christ’s teaching, and 
the fact that it has been 
the constant for her 
through everything. 
Through the  annus 
horribilis, which was 
a horrific year for 
her, her faith kept her 
going strong. I found 
it very interesting, 
and slightly but not 
completely  surprising, 
when King Charles 
came across with the same message that it was his faith 
that kept him strong as well. With the Queen, we knew 
it and you didn’t necessarily see it or possibly hear 
about it. A lot of news is much censored according to 
the message that is wanted at the time; we never heard 
about that with Charles and now we are, and I think 
that’s interesting.

“I feel for King Charles. We’ve got a man here who 
has just lost his mother, and he is having to go around 
the whole of the United Kingdom, meeting people. I 
think he’s doing it with a lot of dignity and grace, in the 
same way his mother did it with a lot of dignity and 
grace. He’s 76, his Queen Consort is 75, he’s not going 

to have anywhere 
near the length of 
reign his mother did, 
but I think I dreaded 
him becoming King 
years ago. I don’t feel 
that sense of dread 
anymore. I think he’s 
changed over the years. 

“He’s very much 
like his father, come 
out with things which 
would probably upset 
quite a few people 
along the way. And 
there was also an 
awful lot of very 
strong feeling about 
what happened with 
his relationship with 
Diana and what the 
boys went through. I 
really felt for William, 
whatever you think 
about William and 
Harry and whatever’s 
going on there, I really 
have felt for them 
both. As William 
said to the crowds, it 
has reminded him of 
losing his mum all over 
again. It’s incredibly 
hard. But so far things 
seem to be going in the 
right direction.”

These have all 
been members of the 
Personal Ordinariate 
of Our Lady of 

Walsingham, but Mary is a Scottish Presbyterian. Like 
most of us, it was a surprise to learn of Her Majesty’s 
death on 8th September.

“Was it true? While in the midst of great sadness 
and sorrow, there is yet a sense that Her Majesty 
accomplished all she set out to do, and in no small 
measure. Following her death, we saw how much 
she was loved, admired and respected by the whole 
nation. Church services have taken place all over the 
land, books of condolence written, as well as official 
occasions, and necessary preparations for the State 
Funeral.

Ø
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“It seems these official 
preparations have been 
ongoing for many years, in 
the full knowledge of the 
Sovereign, with practices 
being held to ensure all 
runs smoothly. Television 
coverage has been superb. 
It has been a privilege to 
watch the events, and to 
take part in them from afar. 
It can always be switched 
off if the journalists’ talking 
becomes too much! But 
perhaps the most amazing 
feature has been The 
Queue to participate in Her 
Majesty’s Lying in State. 
Huge numbers of people 
quietly queuing, bringing 
babies, small children 
and  even Assistance Dogs 
to file past the  coffin, on 
which sat the Crown, Orb 
and Sceptre. All declare 
it was an important 
pilgrimage, something they 
had to do.

“It is as if the country 
is binding together 
through this feeling of 
love and respect for our 
late Sovereign. Also, there 
appears to be huge support 
for our new King Charles, 
and his family, who have 
allowed the people to grieve 
with them in their loss.”

Mary continued, “With 
all public respects paid, all 
arrangements finalised, all 
practising at an end, we laid 
her to eternal rest. After 
over  seventy years  devoted 
service to this country, 
here was the last journey, 
the long procession from 
Westminster Hall to the 
Abbey, with people silently 
lining the roadside. 

It was unforgettable to see. Such variety of uniform 
and mourning dress, so colourful and splendid, 
marching together in sombre mood, the King and 

his party marching as they 
followed the cortege. The 
Crown, Orb and Sceptre 
sparkled in the sunlight. 
Such a relief that it was 
indeed a clement day.

“Nowadays people tend 
to describe a funeral as a 
’celebration‘. That is surely to 
forget that for us Christians, 
there is something greater 
here. Our Queen’s funeral 
was indeed a true act of 
worship, with fine singing, 
proper prayers and 
readings – a mirror really 
of the Queen’s own faith. 
The  Archbishop  struck the 
right note in his sermon, 
remembering Her Majesty 
with affection and great 
respect, but ultimately 
commending her soul to the 
care of God, the Almighty 
Father, whose we are and 
whom we serve.

“At St George’s Windsor, as 
family and friends gathered 
together for a final time, 
such beautiful music raised 
spirits heavenward. There 
were a few state duties to 
attend to, poignant, moving 
and simple. The old age was 
passing over and a new one 
beginning. As the coffin 
was lowered from sight, 
the TV camera caught the 
King’s face, solemn and 
sorrowful, yet noble, at that 
final moment.

It was a time to remember. 
No one put a foot wrong. It 
was the perfect occasion, 
as a grateful country laid 
their gracious Queen to her 
eternal rest.

May King Charles III 
steady our nation throughout his reign and uphold the 
faith of our fathers. 

‘God save the King’.
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The Ordinariate Camino 
Pilgrimage 2023
Fr Nicholas Leviseur

THE oRdinARiATE is off to Spain next May to walk the last 75 miles to the tomb of St James in 
Santiago de Compostela. A walking pilgrimage with a difference which I am leading, accompanied by 

the Ordinary Mgr Keith Newton from Thursday the 25th of May to the 1st of June 2023. 

The Camino, or way, of St James is the name given 
to a series of roads and footpaths in France, Spain 
and Portugal leading to the tomb of the Apostle St 
James the Great in Santiago in the northern Spanish 
province of Galicia. Pilgrims have been walking the 
Camino since 820 and having fallen out of favour in 
the 20th century it has become very popular again as a 
pilgrimage over the last 25 years. 

It is not, despite the attempts of the unfit and 
enthusiastic to portray it as such, difficult. Medieval 
pilgrimages were difficult enough without making 
the passageways unnecessarily hard. The way is well 
maintained, extremely well signposted and each stage 
has at least half a dozen cafes, bars and restaurants 
along the way. What it requires is a modicum 
of old-fashioned grit, a pair of thick socks and a 
determination to walk 12 miles a day for six days 
without resorting to a motor car. Galicia is rather 
like the Weald although the wine, the food and the 
internet coverage is better.

We will be walking from the Spanish border town 
of Tui to Santiago, a distance of 75 miles along the last 
part of the Portuguese Camino. Enough, and with a 
little to spare, to get each pilgrim the much-coveted 
indulgence. The pilgrimage will be on foot, we will 
stay in hotels each night and have the option of having 
luggage transported between each stage. Numbers 
will be restricted to 25 so that there will be enough 
good company to allow everyone to walk at their own 
pace and without the feeling of being in a crowd or 
crocodile. 

The weather is very pleasant at the end of May and 
the timing of the pilgrimage is designed to allow us to 
benefit from that and less crowded conditions before 
the start of the holiday season. We will have the benefit 
of an expert guide and logistician, James Jeffrey, who 
has written extensively about the Camino and walked 
almost every inch of the many routes. Mass will be 
celebrated daily and the aim is to walk for about 6 hours 
a day to allow plenty of time for all the other things 

that make pilgrimages so worthwhile. For much more 
about that read this month’s Catholic Herald which 
has an excellent article in it on his recent Camino by 
the editor William Cash. [See catholicherald.co.uk/
section/travel-pilgrimage ]

Each pilgrim will be responsible for their own flights 
to and from Santiago and for paying for lunch and 
supper. This allows Ordinariate members to travel 
from different airports in the UK and to extend their 
stay in Spain as desired and reduces the administrative 
burden considerably. Lunch and supper are heavily 
dependent on life-style choices, or greed, and the 
Camino is not designed for large numbers to sit down 
simultaneously in package tour style dining rooms. 
Generally: it is really hard to spend more than 30 euros 
a day on food even if one wants to eat like a king.

The cost for the 8 days guided pilgrimage from 
the 25th of May to the 1st of June 2023, to include 
7 nights accommodation, breakfast, daily luggage 
transportation and coach transport between Santiago 
airport and the start of the walk at Tui will be £580. 

Please email me in the first instance if you would like 
to come. First come first served! 

Email:  nicholas.leviseur@ordinariate.com

https:\\catholicherald.co.uk/section/travel-pilgrimage
https:\\catholicherald.co.uk/section/travel-pilgrimage
mailto:nicholas.leviseur%40ordinariate.com?subject=
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March For Life by Barry Barnes

on sATuRdAy 3rd  September Chris 
and I set out at 7.30am to drive to King’s 

Lynn for the train to London. As is our custom, we 
stopped at the station café for our bacon roll (highly 
recommended!). 

The journey was rather longer than usual as there 
was a speed restriction due to a problem with the line. 
We walked along Victoria Street and at Westminster 
Cathedral we were in time to see the relic of St 
Bernadette being unloaded from the van and taken 
into the Cathedral, an unexpected treat.

We then made our way to the Emmanuel Centre; a 
venue well known to us from the past for the gatherings 
of Forward in Faith. When we arrived it was soon 
clear that there was a large number present, not only 
in the building but relaxing outside on both sides of 
Marsham Street. 

Inside there were stalls for the various charities who 
support the Right to Life. Down in the semi basement 
there were refreshments and activities for the children, 
including face painting.

In the Assembly Hall there were speeches and at 
about 1.30 we were all marshalled for the March. 
We had met up with a number of other Ordinariate 
members. There were banners, flags and posters and 
the statue of Our Lady of Walsingham, bedecked with 
flowers.

I am not very good at estimating numbers, but there 
were certainly several thousand of us. From Marsham 
Street we went via Millbank to Parliament Square, 
up Whitehall, around Trafalgar Square, back down 
Whitehall to Parliament Square for the speeches.

It was a truly memorable occasion and a great act of 
witness. One thing that especially impressed me was 
the large number, not only of young families present 
but also the large number of young people, which gives 
one great hope for the future. An American Franciscan 
told me a similar march in New York had 100,000!

St Agatha’s Portsmouth

LisTEd BuiLdinG Consent has been granted 
by Portsmouth City Council for the rebuilding of 

the Lady Chapel (demolished for roadworks in 1964) 
and the construction of a North Aisle with an apsidal 
eastern chapel, proposed in 1894, but never built.

The Grade II* Italianate basilica is destined to 
be the centrepiece of Portsmouth City Centre 
North, a residential area which covers the site 
of the original slum parish of the late Victorian 
period, vividly described in Fr Robert Dolling’s 
book, “Ten Years in a Portsmouth Slum”. 
The former Anglo Catholic shrine contains unique 
sgraffito mural decoration by Heywood Sumner, 
a disciple of William Morris. It also houses a fine 
collection of ecclesiastical furnishings.

The north aisle extension will provide space for local 
charities, accommodation and room for a kitchen, 
utility room and lavatories which are presently located 
in the south aisle of the nave.

The parish was heavily damaged by enemy action 
in WW2 and the church was threatened with 
demolition throughout the  ‘60s and ‘70s.  After half 
a century of change St Agatha’s emerges into the 21st 
century restored and glorified at the heart of a new 
community.

News from the Ordinariate

Coat of Arms
Lapel 

Badge 
£5 (inc P&P)

Badge and Cufflinks

Badges:  £4   Cufflinks:  £12 (pair)

Support 
the Ordinariate

www.
ordinariate.org.uk/

support

VISIT

The Ordinariate Tartan

ordinariate-tartan.com

Order your Scarf, Tie,
Ladies Wrap, Facemask,

Bow Tie, Waistcoat
or Priest’s Stole at:

Ordinariate Celebration 
of the Catholic Faith

“Most Highly Favoured Lady”

May 2nd to 4th 2023

At the Walthamstow/
Chingford Mission

Put the date in your Diary
Details later

https://www.ordinariate.org.uk/support
https://www.ordinariate.org.uk/support
https://www.ordinariate.org.uk/support


Listen to the Portal Podcast every Saturday 
from 6pm at www.portalmag.co.uk

The PorTal 
relies on regular donations from YOU, our 

readers.  Please help us by making a secure 
donation through CAF online. Just point your 

smart phone or device on the QR code and help 
us continue our work. 

Thank you.
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THIS MONTH’S DEVOTION HOLY FATHER’S INTENTIONS
Our Lady of the Holy Rosary A Church Open to Everyone  We pray for the Church; ever 

faithful to, and courageous in preaching the Gospel, may 
the Church be a community of solidarity, fraternity and 
welcome, always living in an atmosphere of synodality.

1 S St Thérèse of Child Jesus   Day 2 Novena to JHN Missions
2 S X TRINITY 16 (27th of Year) 

(Holy Guardian Angels; Our Guardian Angel)   Day 3 Novena to JHN
YOUR MISSION, GROUP OR PARISH

3 M Feria (St Thomas of Hereford)   Day 4 Novena to JHN The Revd John Hunwick
4 T St Francis of Assisi   Day 5 Novena to JHN All Franciscans
5 W Feria (St Faustina Kowalski)   Day 6 Novena to JHN The Revd James Houghton
6 T Feria (St Bruno)   Day 7 Novena to JHN The Revd Antony Homer
7 F Our Lady of the Rosary   Day 8 Novena to JHN Greater use of Rosary 
8 S Feria (St Denis & Comp; St John Leonard; Our Lady on Saturday) 

Day 9 Novena to JHN
The Revd Ian Hellyer

9 S X TRINITY 17 (28th of Year)   
(Blessed John Henry Newman)

YOUR MISSION, GROUP OR PARISH 
(Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham)

10 M Feria (St Paulinus of York) The Revd Simon Heans
11 T Feria (St John XXIII; St Ethelburga) The Revd David Hathaway
12 W Feria (St Wilfrid) The Revd Deacon Mel Harwood
13 T Feria (St Edward the Confessor) England & the Royal Family
14 F Feria (St Callistus) The Revd Michael Hart
15 S St Teresa of Jesus The Portal, Portal Podcast and Our Newsletter
16 S X TRINITY 18 (29th of Year) (St Margaret Mary Alacoque) YOUR MISSION, GROUP OR PARISH (Our Churches at Perry 

Common, Birmingham and New Moston, Manchester)
17 M St Ignatius of Antioch (St Etheldreda) The Revd Andrew Harding

18 T St Luke (Feast) Doctors and Writers
19 W Feria (Sts Jean de Brebeuf and Isaac Jogues & Comp; 

St Frideswide; St Paul of the Cross)
The Revd Michael Halsall: Episcopal Vicar for Vocations 
and Formation

20 T Feria The Revd William Gull
21 F Feria The Revd John Greatbatch
22 S Feria (St John Paul II; Our Lady on Saturday) All lost through abortion
23 S X TRINITY 19 (30th of Year) YOUR MISSION, GROUP OR PARISH
24 M Feria (St Antony Mary Claret) The Faithful Departed
25 T Feria (Wales: Six Welsh Martyrs & Comp) The Revd Richard Gomersall
26 W Feria (Sts Chad & Cedd) The Revd Brian Gill
27 T Feria The Revd Michael Galloway
28 F Sts Simon & Jude (Feast) Our Ordinary
29 S Feria (Our Lady on Saturday) The Revd Colin Furness
30 S X TRINITY 20 (31th of Year) YOUR MISSION, GROUP OR PARISH
31 M Feria The Revd Alastair Ferguson

http://www.portalmag.co.uk
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BiRminGHAm St Margaret Mary, 59 Perry  
Common Road, Birmingham B23 7AB  Mass: Sunday: 
11am (Divine Worship). ContaCt: Fr Simon Ellis: 
0121 373 0069 - birmingham@ordinariate.org.uk

BRisToL St Joseph, Camp Road, Weston-super-
Mare BS23 2EN  Mass: 2nd Sunday of the month 12 
noon (Divine Worship), followed by shared lunch 
and Benediction at 2:30pm (subject to change in the 
summer months)  ContaCt: Deacon James Patrick: 
bristol@ordinariate.org.uk

BuCKfAsT St Mary’s Abbey, Buckfast TQ11 0EE  
The Ordinariate Mass is not currently being offered at the 
Abbey due to present restrictions. Fr Hellyer is offering the 
Ordinariate mass in his parish in Plymouth.   ContaCt: 
Fr Ian Hellyer: 01752 600054 - ian@hellyer.org

CHELmsfoRd Blessed Sacrament, 116 
Melbourne Avenue, Chelmsford CM1 2DU  Mass:  
Sunday: 9.30am and 11.30am, (on 1st Sunday of 
the month, specifically Ordinariate), also on Mon 
to Sat at 9.15am with RC community  ContaCt: 
chelmsford@ordinariate.org.uk

CHiCHEsTER St Richard,  Cawley Road 
Chichester PO19 1XB  Mass: Saturday 4.15pm 
(Divine Worship)  ContaCt: Fr Simon Chinery: 
07971 523008 - chichester@ordinariate.org.uk

CoRnwALL St Augustine of Hippo, St Austell, 
PL25 4RA  Mass: Sunday: 5pm, also on Wed 7pm  
ContaCt: Fr David Lashbrooke: 07427 107304 - 
cornwall@ordinariate.org.uk

CovEnTRy The Precious Blood of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ & All Souls, Kingsland 
Avenue, Earlsdon, Coventry CV5 8DX  Mass: 
Sundays 11.15am, Mon-Wed 9.30am, Thu 7.30pm, 
Fri 7.30am, Sat 9.30am - all Masses currently live 
streamed  ContaCt: Fr Paul Burch: 02476 674161 
- paul.burch@ordinariate.org.uk

CRoydon At the moment the Croydon Group 
does not have any Ordinariate Masses, but it is 
hoped that they might begin again soon - for further 
information  ContaCt: Jackie Brooks: 0208 777 
6426  - jaxprint@btinternet.com

dARLinGTon St Osmund, Main Road, 

Gainford, County Durham DL2 3DZ Mass: Sundays: 
9.30am and 11.30am (Divine Worship); Tues: 10am; 
Fri: 11.45am Sext, 12 noon (Divine Worship). 
ContaCt:  Fr Thomas Mason: 07876 308657 - info@
ordinariate-darlington.co.uk - www.ordinariate-
darlington.co.uk

dERBy/noTTinGHAm Our Lady and 
St Thomas, Nottingham Road, Ilkeston DE7 5RF 
Mass: Sat before 1st Sun 6.30pm (Divine Worship), 
Thu 9.15am (Divine Worship) St Paul, Lenton 
Boulevard, Nottingham NG7 2BY  Mass: Sun 6pm 
(Divine Worship).  ContaCt: Fr Andrew Harding 
01159 325642. Fr Christopher Cann: 01889 569579, Fr 
Peter Peterken: 01332 766285, Fr David Jones: 01162 
302244 - derby-nottingham@ordinariate.org.uk

EAsTBouRnE Christ the King, 3 Princes 
Road, Langney, Eastbourne BN23 6HT Mass: 
Sun 4pm, Thur 7pm (both Divine Worship)  
ContaCt: Fr Neil Chatfield: 07718 123304 - neil.
chatfield@eastbourneordinariate.org.uk- www.
eastbourneordinariate.org.uk

foLKEsTonE/dovER St Paul’s, 103 Maison 
Dieu Road, Dover CT16 1RU Mass: Sunday: 11.30am 
(with parish) ContaCt: Fr James Houghton - 
folkestone@ordinariate.org.uk

HARLow The Assumption of Our Lady, 
Mulberry Green, Old Harlow, Essex CM17 0HA  
Mass: Sunday: 10am and 6pm (Divine Worship 
1st Sun), Wed 10am (Divine Worship). Check 
bulletin at www.catholicchurchoftheassumption.co.uk 
or ContaCt: Fr John Corbyn: 01279 434203 - 
john.corbyn@btinternet.com 

HEmEL HEmPsTEAd St Mark’s, Hollybush 
Lane, Hemel Hempstead HP1 2PH  Mass: Sunday: 
9.30am, Wed: 7pm  ContaCt:  hemel.hempstead@
ordinariate.org.uk

isLE of wiGHT St Thomas of Canterbury, 
Terminus Road, Cowes PO31 7TJ  Mass:  (Divine 
Worship) for details, ContaCt: Fr Jonathan Redvers 
Harris: 01983 292739 - frjonathanrh@btinternet.com

London CEnTRAL Our Lady of the 
Assumption and St Gregory, Warwick Street, 
London W1B 5LZ  (Nearest tube: Piccadilly) Mass: 

Ordinariate Mass times
Where to find us at prayer in England, Scotland and Wales

Ø
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Sunday: 10.30am Solemn Mass with choir, Weekdays: 
8am and 12.45pm (all Divine Worship), Sat 6pm 
(Novus Ordo), Feasts and Solemnities as advertised.  
ContaCt: Fr Mark Elliott-Smith 07815 320761 - 
markelliottsmith@rcdow.org.uk

London LEyTonsTonE St John 
Vianney, 1 Stoneleigh Road, Clayhall, Ilford IG5 
0JB Mass:  Sunday: 9am, 10am, 4.30pm Adoration, 
5pm (Divine Worship), Daily: 8.30am Adoration, 
9am Mass, 5.30pm Evening Prayer. ContaCt: 
Fr Rob Page: 020 8550 4540 - vianney.clayhall@
btinternet.com

London souTH  Most Precious 
Blood, O’Meara Street, The Borough, London 
SE1 1TE  Mass: Sunday: 9.30am, 11am; Tues-
Fri 12.35pm, Thur (term time) 6.30pm (Divine 
Worship); Sat 10am (Divine Worship); Holy 
Days: 6.30pm (Divine Worship); Evensong: 
Thur 6pm (term time); Confessions: Tues-Fri 12 
noon  ContaCt: Fr Christopher Pearson 0207 
407 3951 - parish@preciousblood.org.uk - www.
preciousblood.org.uk

London wALTHAmsTow Christ the 
King, 455 Chingford Road, Chingford, E4 8SP  Mass: 
Sunday: 11am  ContaCt: Fr David Waller: 020 8527 
4519 - walthamstow.south@ordinariate.org.uk

mAidsTonE  St Mary, Nettlestead, Maidstone 
ME18 5HA  Mass: Sunday 9.30am. ContaCt: Fr 
Alastair Ferguson: 01892 838230 - 07887 925356 
alastair.ferguson@ordinariate.org.uk

mAnCHEsTER St Margaret Mary, St Margaret’s 
Road, New Moston M40 0JE  Mass: Sunday: 10.30am 
(Divine Worship) Mass during the week: please 
check the Sunday notices on the website  ContaCt: 
Fr Andrew Starkie: 0161 681 1651  - manchester@
ordinariate.org.uk - www.ordinariatemcr.com

noRTHAmPTon Our Lady of the Sacred 
Heart, 82 Knox Road, Wellingborough NN8 1JA  
Mass: First Saturday of the month: 6pm (Sung Mass) 
ContaCt: Mgr John Broadhurst: 01933 674614  - 
frjohnbroadhurst@btinternet.com

oXfoRd Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford 
OX1 4LD Mass: Saturday (of Sunday) 5pm (Divine 
Worship), Sunday 11.15pm, Wed 9am, Thu 7.30pm 
(Divine Worship), 8pm Adoration & Confessions, 
9.40pm Compline and Benediction, Fri 12.30pm 
(Latin), Sat 9am  ContaCt: Fr Daniel Lloyd: 01865 
437066 - daniel.lloyd@ordinariate.org.uk

PLymouTH St Edward the Confessor, Home 
Park Avenue, Peverell, Plymouth PL3 4PG  Mass: Sunday 
11.30pm, Fri 12 noon (both Divine Worship) ContaCt: 
Fr Ian Hellyer: 01752 600054 - ian@hellyer.org

RAmsGATE Shrine of St Augustine, St 
Augustine’s Road CT11 9PA  Mass: Sunday 5pm 
(Divine Worship), followed by refreshments 
ContaCt: Fr Simon Heans: 07305317642 - office@
augustineshrine.co.uk 

PoRTsmouTH St Agatha, Cascades Approach, 
Portsmouth PO1 4RJ Mass: Sunday 11am (Solemn), 
Mon, Fri (Requiem) and Sat 11am ContaCt: info@
stagathaschurch.co.uk - www.stagathaschurch.co.uk

REAdinG St James, Abbey Ruins, Forbury Road, 
Reading, Berkshire RG1 3HW (next to old Reading Gaol)  
Mass: Sunday: 9.15am.  ContaCt: Fr David Elliott: 
07973 241424 - reading@ordinariate.org.uk

sALisBuRy St Osmund, Exeter Street, 
Salisbury SP1 2SF   Mass: Sunday: 12 noon, 
Wed: 7pm. ContaCt: Fr Jonathan Creer: 07724 
896579 - jonathan.creer@hotmail.co.uk - www.
salisburycatholics.org/ordinariate

souTHEnd St Peter’s Eastwood, 59 Eastwood 
Road North, Leigh on Sea SS9 4BX Mass: Sunday: 
9am, 10.30am, Mon 7pm, Tues, Wed, Fri 9.30am, Thur 
11am, Sat 10am (Divine Worship) and 5.30pm (Vigil) 
ContaCt: Fr Jeffrey Woolnough (Group Pastor): 
01702 525323, 07956 801381 - fatherjeffw@gmail.
com, Fr Bob White: 01268 543910 - pilgrimclub@
waitrose.com, Dcn Richard Cerson: 07910 388795 
- rcerson@gmail.com  - www.stpetereastwood.org - 
www.jeffwoolnougholw.blogspot.co.uk

ToRBAy The Parish of Our Lady of 
Walsingham with St Cuthbert Mayne, Old 
Mill Road (junc of Ashfield Road), Chelston TQ2 
6HJ  Mass: Sunday: 10am, Mon: 12 noon, Tues: 
6.30pm,  Wed: 10am, Thurs: 10am, Fri: (Adoration 
5.30pm) 6.30pm, Sat: 10am (All Divine Worship)  
ContaCt: Fr David Lashbrooke: 07427 107304 
- david.lashbrooke@ordinariate.org.uk -  www.
ourladytofwalsingham.online

wALsinGHAm The Annunciation, Friday 
Market, Walsingham NR22 6AL  Mass: 1st Sunday: 
2pm (Nov-Mar), 3pm (Apr-Oct) (Divine Worship), 
2nd Sun: Evens and Benediction, 4pm at Our Lady 
of Pity, Swaffham  ContaCt: Fr Gordon Adam: 
01553 777428 - gordonadam1962@btinternet.com Dcn 
Shaun Morrison: 07880 600094 - shaunmorrison1975@
btinternet.com Ø
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sCoTLAnd  -   www.ordinariate.scot
ABERdEEn University Catholic Chaplaincy, 
Elphinstone House, 7 High St, Aberdeen AB24 3EE  
Mass: Saturday before 2nd Sunday: 12 noon (Divine 
Worship) ContaCt: Fr Len Black: 01463 235597 - 
fr.len@ordinariate.scot

EdinBuRGH St Columba, 9 Upper Gray St, 
Edinburgh EH9 1SN  Mass: 2nd Sunday: 11.30am 
(Divine Worship) ContaCt: Fr Len Black: 01463 
235597 - fr.len@ordinariate.scot

invERnEss Royal Northern Infirmary 
Chapel, Ness Walk, Inverness IV3 5SF  Mass: Sunday: 
11am (Divine Worship) Oratory of St Joseph, 49 
Laurel Avenue, Inverness IV3 5RR  Mass: Tues, Wed, 
Thur, Fri, Sat and Feast Days 11.15am (all Divine 
Worship) - please check times at: www.ordinariate.
scot  ContaCt: Fr Len Black: 01463 235597 - fr.len@
ordinariate.scot

wHiTHoRn  St Martin and St Ninian, George 
Street, Whithorn DG8 8PZ  Mass: Wed 10.30am 
(Divine Worship); Stonehouse Mill, Sorbie DG8 
8AN Mass: First Sunday 11am (Divine Worship) 
(contact Fr Simon for directions), ContaCt: Fr Simon 
Beveridge: 01988 850786 - whithorn@ordinariate.scot

nAiRn  St Mary, 7 Academy Street, Nairn IV12 
4RJ Mass: 1st Mon 10am (Divine Worship) 
ContaCt: Fr Cameron Macdonald: 01667 453867 - 
nairn@ordinariate.scot

wALEs: souTH EAsT Ss Basil & Gwladys, 
Tregwilym Road, Rogerstone, Newport NP10 9DW  
Mass: Sunday: 11am (Divine Worship)  ContaCt: 
Fr Bernard Sixtus: 02920 362599 or 07720 272137 - 
wales@ordinariate.org.uk - www.ordinariate.org.uk/
groups/wales-se.php

w ww.ordinariate.org.uk

VISIT

The Ordinary’s Diary   –   October 2022
The Ordinary:  

The Rt Revd Mgr Keith Newton 
The Presbytery, 24 Golden Square, London W1F 9JR         Tel: 020 7440 5750

Email: keith.newton@ordinariate.org.uk         Website:  www.ordinariate.org.uk

1st  6.30pm Mass, Holy Rood Oxford OX1 4LD

2nd  10.30am  Solemn Mass, Our Lady of the Assumption, 
  Warwick Street, London  W1B 5LZ

6th  1.30pm  Finance Council, Golden Square, London W1F 9JR

8th  10.30am  Pastoral Council, Golden Square, London W1F 9JR

10th -12th  Trustees and Governing Council, St Mary’s College Oscott, 
Chester road, Sutton Coldfield B73 5AA

12th  6.30pm  Speak at Young Catholics Group, Golden Square, 
  London W1F 9JR

19th- 24th Annual Meeting of the three Ordinaries in Houston,
  Texas, USA

November

8th-10th  Ordinariate Clergy Pilgrimage to Walsingham.
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The Ordinariate at 
Hemel Hempstead
Jackie Ottaway and Ronald Crane visit

THE oRdinARiATE Mission at Hemel Hempstead began with the first waive of entrants into 
the Catholic Church through the Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham. Today there are 

about forty people on the books, although on the Sunday that we visited there were twenty-four present at 
Mass. All ages were represented from the elderly, through middle age, teenagers and a baby.

The Mission meets at St Mark’s Church, 
which is part of the local John F Kennedy 
Catholic School, and in the School Grounds. 
The church itself is modern, yet beautiful 
with a defined sanctuary and a lovely 
Shrine to Our Lady on the north side of the 
nave. Wide, rather than long, there it has a 
prayerful atmosphere.

However: being in the school grounds 
presents problems. It is hidden from the road 
and finding it once in the School grounds can 
be difficult, as we discovered. Such practical 
matters as a notice board, present further 
problems, so there are plans for the Mission 
to move to share a nearby Anglican Church. 
On the ground, this seems to be a welcome 
solution by all; the legal details are still to 
be formalised by the powers that be.

After a period without a permanent priest, 
when Fr Simon Chinery moved on, Fr 
Neil Scott was ordained to the priesthood. 
With our Vicar General as the Pastor of the 
Mission, Fr Neil does duty there, and will 
move into the area and live in the house provided, in 
due course. Our welcome was extremely warm, and 
we enjoyed our time with these lovely and holy people.

Janette Hutchinson has been a member here since the 
beginning. She plays the organ and leads the singing at 
present. She told us, “Fr Neil is such a people person. 
It was very difficult at the beginning because I suppose 
we’d all been so happy with Fr Simon, we got on with 
him so well, we all wondered what was going to happen. 
And yes, it is all totally different, but Fr Neil just knows 
how to relate to people, he’s going to be a fantastic 
Parish Priest, he’s got all the gifts that are needed for 
that. I mean personally he’s helped me; I had a health 
scare in the last few weeks, and he was just there and 
so supportive. He knew exactly what to do and what to 
say. That is so much his strength, we’ve been able to talk 

with him. He’s fitted in so well with us, you’d 
think he’s been here for years.

“This building is wonderful, absolutely 
wonderful but, there are too many other 
things associated with it being in a school. 
Accessibility for one. During the week it 
is impossible. You cannot have a thriving 
parish, with just a Sunday morning mass.

“We need to move. It would have been so easy 
just to stay here, where we are comfortable, and 
carry on in our own good time. But we would 
die! We need to be somewhere we can grow. 
For instance, I’m the organist, not getting any 
younger. I’m struggling now to sing and play 
at the same time. We have someone who is 
willing to play occasionally and I’m making 
use of that. What I would dearly like to do is 
to grow some sort of  choir. You  can’t have a 
choir without a weekly practise, you can’t have 
a weekly practise in this church, because you 
can’t come down during the week, I haven’t 
got a house big enough to host it, we can’t do 
it here. Anything mid-week is impossible, not 

even funerals. But we are going to get a Christening, it has 
to be on a Saturday. The move cannot come soon enough.”

Next, we met Katharine who also joined at the start. 
She is sad to be leaving the lovely building, but knows 
its location is impractical. The link to the school is an 
issue because we can’t publicise ourselves.” She too 
sings the praise of Fr Neil. Like the other members, 
Katharine knows things have to change. Servers going 
to University will force a change in the Sanctuary, but 
she looks to the future with hope and determination.

Henry is Katharine’s son and will soon be off to 
University. He loves Serving at the Altar and has been 
doing the job since he was tiny. He too likes Fr Neil; 
We promised to put Henry in touch with the Catholic 
Chaplain at his University.

Henry

Janette

John
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Jayne, Sophie and Charlotte were 
next on our list. They too have been 
here since the beginning. Sophie 
said, “Fr Neil: He’s really lovely! Her 
Mum took up the theme, “Yes, he just 
settled in and fitted in so well. We 
might have known him for years. We 
want to keep him. He’s good fun as 
well. Sophie’s baby, Charlotte is being 
Christened in October, just before we go.”

Trying to be clever, we said, “New priest, 
new church, new hope?” Jayne replied, 
“Yes, also it might bring new people in, the 
church we hope to move into is actually in 
and around houses!”

John is an old and trusted friend. After 
hearing all the good things about Fr Neil, 
we asked, “Tell us the truth about Fr Neil.” 
John laughed and said, “He’s a lovely chap. 
He’s come to know the congregation and 
he’s settling in quite well. I think he finds it 
a bit difficult sometimes with the travelling 
for his job at the prison. When he lives 
here and gets  into  the community I think 
all things will be a lot better. We should be 
thankful that we’ve actually got a priest.

“There’s nothing wrong with the group or 
anything like that, it’s that our circumstances 
have altered. I think we’ve got to move, because if we 
don’t we die. If the group stops here, although it’s been 
lovely, things have altered and we’ve got to move. We’ll 
be able to evangelise. But moving on its own is not 
going to rescue the group. We need to work at it, but 
we shall have something to work with. At least we will 
be seen, because here, without saying too much, here 
we haven’t got a notice board, nobody knows where we 
are, we’re tucked away, we’re not advertised.”

Father Neil Scott came to this church in March. He 
told us that he was enjoying his time here. “People have 
been very kind.” We told him we could not get them to 
say a bad word about him. Had he been giving them 
lessons in what to say? Fr Neil joked, “No its money 
and alcohol!”

Fr Neil also helps at Christ the King, Walthamstow 
with Fr David Waller. “

I’m prison chaplain to HMP The Mount. I work in 
the Prison Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday.  It  is a 
Category C prison with 1,100 men, of which around 
150 are Catholic. There’s a large Traveller community 
and quite a few foreign nationals, mainly Poles, so I 

have learnt a bit of Polish. They get a 
weekly sheet in Polish, the Gospel as 
well as the other sheets we deliver. It 
can be quite challenging, especially 
through this Covid period where 
they’ve been really kept as if they 
were Cat. A prisoners. It was minimal 
exercise and time out of the cells. So 
really the Chaplain’s job has been even 

more important, to go and see the men on 
the wings. During the Covid period we had 
to break bad news concerning their loved 
ones.

“Of course at the moment we can’t do 
corporate worship, so we do a small service 
on a wing each week. There are eight wings 
so I’m on an eight week cycle for the men. 
Some of them don’t get to see me because of 
course they get moved to other wings.

“They get a sheet that’s produced by 
the  Bishops’  Conference for prisoners for 
those who can’t attend mass. It’s basically 
the word service and a gospel reflection. 
That’s printed and delivered to their door. 
We can do one to one with them in their 
cells. Say the rosary with them or just chat.

“They carry large burdens of guilt at what 
they’ve done, that they’re parted from their 

families and guilt that they haven’t been able to attend 
the funerals of their loved ones. Some of the small 
celebrations of mass on the wings have been quite 
beautiful. The men sharing the intercessions, I give 
them the chance to speak, who they wish to pray for 
and why. It’s been very moving. I’ve come away with a 
tear in my eye. Also what’s very uplifting for me is to 
know that God is present in the prison. As chaplains, I 
suppose, we’re the gentle hand of Jesus moving through 
the prison, in this very harsh regime.”

“The Travellers live lives that are very different from 
ours. But they have a very deep faith. Men who have 
found their faith in the prison. I assisted with one 
man to become  Catholic;  he was a Muslim, from 
Palestine. Attempts were made to send him back to 
Palestine. Of course our Government couldn’t send 
him back there, because Palestine is not recognised as 
a country, In the end he was released from the prison 
into the community. His wife was an Irish Catholic, his 
children had been baptised as Catholic and attended 
a Catholic school. He said, ‘if it’s good enough for my 
wife and children then it’s good enough for me!’

... continued at the foot of the next page Ø 

Jayne, Charlotte and Sophie

Katharine

Fr Neil Scott
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The fever of life 
and the busy world
AuTumn is a season of contrasts in very many ways. Just when the growing natural world is beginning 

to take a break, then the world’s routine takes the opposite rotation: the dying back of our (very hot and 
dry) summer displays give way to the demands of renewed activity. 

Our schools and colleges, seminaries and sporting 
fixtures begin to make demands on our time and 
talents; the run up to Advent is peppered with 
wonderful feasts, and opportunities to welcome back 
once again, those who have yet to return to mass.

Close on the heels of Brexit and the Covid pandemic, 
we have had to deal with much upheaval in our lives, 
not least the recent death of Her Majesty the Queen, 
and a new King; another Prime Minister and Cabinet 
to organise our national life. After several decades 
of apparent stability, we are faced with change in an 
almost unprecedented manner. 

The people of God need to be rooted and anchor 
themselves in the timeless truths of the Catholic Faith, 
and the source of all good – Jesus Christ.

This Ordinariate is a unique and particular part 
of the Church, rooted as we are within our nation’s 
history, and rising to the challenges and changes 
of our present times. To help members of the 
Ordinariate to grow in these coming months, there 
will be a series of SPIRITUAL CONFERENCES held 
on Zoom, on the first and third Wednesdays of each 
month, at 8.00pm. 

They will last 20-30 minutes, and will be delivered by 
a variety of members and friends of the Ordinariate. 

The Zoom links will be on the website, in The Portal, 
and sent out by email to Group Pastors, so they can 
easily be shared amongst members of the Groups. We 
have many people in the Ordinariate who are still in 
isolated circumstances, and need spiritual support. All 
members of the Ordinariate are welcome to join us.

We are blessed to have a number of men enquiring 
about both priesthood and the permanent diaconate, 
and there will be a  DEACONS DAY  on the  19th 
November at Warwick Street. 

This will begin at 10.30am with mass, followed by 
a talk on a key aspect of the diaconate – Service – by 
Deacon Richard Cerson. After lunch there will be 
an opportunity for serving deacons and enquirers to 
discuss the role of deacons in the Ordinariate, and 
how initial and ongoing formation may be improved. 

If you are a male member of the Ordinariate with 
questions about the diaconate, and would like to 
attend, then please contact either  me  or Deacon 
Richard (rcerson@gmail.com).

Fr Halsall is the Vicar for Vocations 
and Formation, and lectures in 

Philosophy at Allen Hall Seminary. 
He may be contacted here: 

frmichaelhalsall@gmail.com

Fr Michael Halsall writes:

“He was challenged by people of his previous faith, 
notes put under his door saying ’If you were back home 
we would kill you’. He said morning, midday, evening 
and night prayer. When you explain to people that 
we have that series of  prayers,  they’re  surprised. 
They don’t know that as Christians we have a series of 
prayer throughout the day.

Fr Neil is looking forward to the move. The 
church they hope to move to has a history of being a 
shared Anglican/Catholic building before. It’s going to 
be a shared Ordinariate and Anglican building. It will 

open the door for Catholics who perhaps can’t get to 
the churches that are far away. We can get a nice little 
community going.

“We’re hopefully, as well as the mass,  to start some 
community group activities. Once we move we’re 
having a group dinner out together to celebrate, so 
hopefully then we can start making it a regular thing. 
Also with the new building we’ll get access to the hall, 
which we’ll be able to use when it’s not being hired out. 
So we could actually do “bring a dish”.

The Ordinariate at Hemel Hempstead ... continued from page 18

mailto:rcerson%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:frmichaelhalsall%40gmail.com?subject=
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Our window on the CofE
Fr Paul Benfield

THE 8TH  sEPTEmBER 2022 seemed to be an ordinary day. I said Low Mass at St 
Andrew’s, Burnley, for the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin. There were about a dozen people present and 

afterwards we adjourned to the hall for tea and toast. I then attended lunch and Burnley Deanery Chapter at 
St Margaret’s, Hapton. 

On the way home I heard that there were fears 
for the Queen’s health. My wife and I then drove to 
Liverpool Hope University where we were to attend 
the Conference of the Prayer Book Society. After Sung 
Evensong at 5.30pm in the chapel we moved to a lecture 
theatre for the first session, when it was announced 
that HM the Queen had died. Bishop Humphrey 
Southern, Principal of Ripon College, Cuddesdon led 
us in appropriate prayers.

Some people, both clergy and lay, felt that they 
must leave immediately to return home to deal with 
parochial and civic duties. Since I do not have a cure 
of souls I did not think I needed to leave (and I could 
be contacted and return home within an hour and a 
half if necessary). 

So the conference proceeded with an amended 
timetable due to speakers needing to re-arrange their 
diaries. We heard from the Revd Alan Pierce-Jones, 
Managing Chaplain at HMP Berwyn (near Wrexham) 
about how the Book of Common Prayer is used in 
prisons. 

The men feel it is a ‘proper’ service and the one-year 
lectionary (used with a modern translation) means that 
they hear the most important parts of scripture which 
is necessary as inmates move on quite frequently. 

The Prayer Book Society provides copies for 
distribution to prisoners, which they find helpful as the 
BCP contains memorable prayers. I cannot imagine 
that handing out five volumes of Common Worship 
would be appreciated!

We heard from The Revd Captain Tom Sander, 
Chaplain to the Household Cavalry, about the use 
of the Prayer Book in the army and at the Guards’ 
Chapel. We heard from Dr Hanna Rijken, Assistant 
Professor at the Theological University of Amsterdam 
about the growth of Anglican Choral Evensong in the 
Netherlands. 

This seems to be becoming an ecumenical venture 
and even a Fresh Expression with ‘Evensong and 

Pub’. At Sint Nikolaaskerk, the large Roman Catholic 
Church opposite Amsterdam Central Station, 
Anglican Evensong (in English) was originally lay 
led, but because of the large numbers  attending,  the 
clergy started to officiate for they saw its missional 
opportunities. 

It was pointed out that when enquirers wanted to go 
further and be baptised they had to decide whether 
it was to be in a Catholic or a Reformed Church. 
Ecumenism can only go so far.

On the Friday evening we attended Choral Evensong 
at Liverpool Anglican Cathedral sung by the full 
choir of boys, girls and men.  It was not a made-up 
service, but evensong of the day with appropriate 
prayers beautifully read by the Precentor. At the end 
we stood for the National Anthem, the first verse 
unaccompanied and the second with full organ.

Almighty God, 
whose kingdom is everlasting, and power infinite: 
Have mercy upon the whole Church; 
and so rule the heart of thy chosen servant 
Charles, our King and Governor, 
that he (knowing whose minister he is) 
may above all things seek thy honour and glory; 
and that we, and all his subjects 
(duly considering whose authority he hath) 
may faithfully serve, honour, 
and humbly obey him, 
in thee, and for thee, 
according to thy blessed Word and ordinance; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who with thee and the Holy Ghost 
liveth and reigneth, ever one God, 
world without end. Amen.

The Bulletin on Divine Worship 
A quarterly publication for our clergy and those 
interested in liturgy. It is intended to help, guide 
and plan the liturgical life of Ordinariate parishes 

and communities. Find it at 
www.ordinariate.org.uk > NEWS > Bulletin

https://www.ordinariate.org.uk/news/bulletin-dw.php
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Aid to the Church in Need

Will you help us 
‘Break the Silence’ 
this #RedWednesday?
Patricia Hatton of ACN

on 6TH September, terrorists in Mozambique attacked a Catholic mission, killing 83-year-old nun 
Sister Maria de Coppi in the process. They also burned down the mission church, school, health centre 

and accommodation. The terrorists arrived at the nuns’ house and forced them to leave but Sister Maria 
returned to the home as she was concerned about any nuns or girls from the mission boarding house who 
may have been left behind. She was shot, and died immediately. 

Sadly, cases like this are not rare which is why 
on Wednesday 23rd November, Catholic charity 
Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) will be holding 
#RedWednesday again. It is a day when Catholics, 
Christians and those of other faith groups will stand 
together in opposition to the persecution of Christians 
and other violations of religious freedom. 

Your prayer and action this November will make 
a real difference. You could wear red on the day (the 
symbol of martyrdom) and light up buildings in red, 
decorate rooms and altars, etc. ACN is encouraging 
people to #Go2Mass – to go to an extra Mass for 
someone who is prevented from doing so – due to fear 
or imprisonment. 

In Nigeria, priests and Sisters are being kidnapped 
and killed in unprecedented numbers.  Following 
attacks on their churches and communities, thousands 
of Christians there are now displaced and seeking 
refuge – many are widows whose husbands were slain 
in front of them. The collective trauma is profound. 

In Pakistan and Egypt, young Christian girls are 
routinely kidnapped, and forcibly married and 
converted, with the law often upholding the abuser. 
In many countries – Iraq, Syria, CAR, China - where 
Christians are a minority group, they are experiencing 
targeted violence, injustice and persecution just 
because of their faithfulness to Christ.

Yet, despite the numbers involved and the broken, 
damaged people left behind in the wake of collective 
and individual attacks, the West’s media is largely silent 
– baffled by and uncomprehending of the religious 
dimension to the many conflict zones worldwide. 

We want to break this silence and bring Christian 
persecution into the public consciousness.

To learn about the issues and to share the stories of 
courage and faith, you can pre-order your free copy 
of ACN’s Persecuted and Forgotten? A Report on 
Christians persecuted for their Faith 2020 – 2022 along 
with a #RedWednesday pack including stories, prayer 
material and our “Taste of Home” fundraiser. “Taste 
of Home” will use popular recipes from our project 
partners’ countries, so that your family, parish and 
other gatherings will have a chance to pray about and 
reflect on the experiences of many Christians today, 
while enjoying the flavours of their cultures.

Your support will help towards food parcels and 
other vital aid for refugees, your prayer will provide 
spiritual succor and courage to those who need it most 
and your support for our advocacy will call for justice 
and to break the silence of indifference. Your Christian 
voice matters. This is a chance to use it. 

For more information, event details 
and materials, please visit 

www.acnuk.org/redwednesday

Image of a burnt car from the terrorists’ attack in Mozambique 
(© Aid to the Church in Need)

http://www.acnuk.org/redwednesday
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A busy world hushed
Fr Peter Conley

onE of my favourite memories of Queen Elizabeth II was when, to celebrate her platinum jubilee, she 
appeared in an enchanting video sketch, having tea and marmalade sandwiches, with the much-loved 

children’s character Paddington Bear. It shows the Queen’s charm, warmth, sense of humour and engaging 
personality. 

Every Christmas, after dinner, my mom, dad and I 
would sit down and listen to the annual 3pm review of 
her year that the Queen would give to the nations of 
the UK and beyond, on television and radio.

One of St John Henry Newman‘s seasonal sermons 
(Remembrance of Past Mercies) seems very apt to 
recall. I can imagine the Queen who, in 2010, hosted 
Pope Benedict XVI’s visit to beatify Newman, making 
these words her personal reflection on a life of service.

Let us then view God‘s providence towards us more 
religiously than we have hitherto done  Let us try to 
gain a truer view of what we are, and where we are, in 
His kingdom. Let us humbly and reverently attempt 
to trace His guiding hand in the years which we have 
hitherto lived. Let us thankfully commemorate the 
many mercies He has vouchsafed to us in times past, the 
many sins He has not remembered, the many dangers 
He has averted, the many prayers He has answered, the 
many mistakes He has corrected, the many warnings, 
the many lessons, the much light, the abounding 
comfort which He has from time to time given. Let us 
dwell upon times and seasons, times of trouble, times 
of joy, times of trial, times of refreshment. 

How did He cherish us as children!  How did He 
guide us in that dangerous time when the mind began 

to think for itself, and the heart to open to the world! 
How did He with his sweet discipline restrain our 
passions, mortify our hopes, calm our fears, enliven 
our heavinesses, sweeten our dissoluteness, and 
strengthen our infirmities! How did He gently guide 
us towards the straight gate! How did He allure us 
along His everlasting way, in spite of its strictness, in 
spite of its loneliness, in spite of the dim twilight in 
which it lay! He has been all things to us. He has been, 
as He was to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, our God, our 
shield, and great reward, promising and performing, 
day by day. “Hitherto hath He helped us”. “He has been 
mindful of us, and He will bless us”. And, as Newman 
adds, in his famous prayer, addressing us in our grief:

O Lord 
support us all the day long of this troublous life, 
until the shadows lengthen, 
and the evening comes, 
and the busy world is hushed, 
and the fever of life is over, and our work is done. 
Then, Lord, in thy mercy, 
grant us a safe lodging, a holy rest, 
and peace at the last. Amen. 

(Sermons Bearing on the Subjects of the Day, 20)

May St John Henry Newman pray for us, as we do for 
Queen Elizabeth II, that she may Rest In Peace.
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A new shrine to 
Persecuted Christians
Basil Youdell

on THuRsdAy the 8th September, we assembled at the Ordinariate Church of The Assumption, in 
the heart of London, to dedicate a new shrine to Persecuted Christians the first such in Europe specifically 

related to those who are persecuted now and to bless an icon of The Theotokos, encased within the shrine; this 
within the context of Solemn Evensong and Benediction on the Feast of The Nativity of Our Lady.

The singing of the Nunc Dimittis (Stanford in G) was 
particularly poignant that evening, since, during the 
Service, we learned that the Queen had died. Possibly 
we were the first church anywhere to use the versicle 
“O Lord Save the King”.

The shrine itself is a beautiful and simple design by 
Anthony Delarue, and commissioned by Fr Benedict 
Kiely, the founder of  Nasarean.org  a charity 
founded to promote awareness of the persecution of 
Christians worldwide and to assist them with aid and 
succour. Fr Kiely is an Ordinariate priest.

The icon was ‘written’ by Syrian Melkite Greek 
Catholic nun, Sister Souraya, in Beirut. The inscription, 
in Aramaic, reads, “Mother of the Persecuted”. The icon 
was blessed by Monsignor Keith Newton, the Ordinary, 
using the Ritual prayers of the Syriac Rite in English and 
anointed with oil in the Name of the Life-Giving Trinity.

The shrine is part funded by Damian Thompson as 
a memorial to his late sister and mother. Fr Benedict 
preached a most excellent sermon, related, of course, 
to persecuted Christians, not only in Iraq and other 
parts of the Middle East, but in places such as Nigeria, 
often overlooked by secular western media, and treated 
with disdain and disrespect by western leaders, such 
as Higgins, President of The Republic of Ireland, who 
attributed a recent massacre of Christians in Nigeria 
to climate change! 

Fr  Benedict also, with great sensitivity 
and  awareness,  used the sermon to highlight the 
virtue of selfless Christian service, exemplified by Her 
Late Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II.

In many ways a sad evening, yet at the same time 
memorable and inspiring, and one that those of us 
present will not forget.

https://www.nasarean.org/
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You can help restore 
the monastery of San 
Benedetto in Monte -  
the birthplace of Saint 
Benedict himself - 
by purchasing the 
exceptional beer  
brewed by the monks.

Enjoy these beers as you celebrate feast days 
or with a gathering of friends knowing you 
are supporting the ongoing establishment of a 
spiritual oasis built to last a thousand years. 

Birra Nursia flows from the deep brewing heritage 
of western monasticism. Originally crafted to suit 
the rich culinary traditions of Umbria it is best 
enjoyed alongside delicious meats, cheeses and 
mushroom infused dishes. 

Find out more about the beers and the monastery 
at www.monasticorder.co.uk where Birra Nursia 
is now available for the first time in the UK.

Please drink wisely, exercising the virtue that Saint Benedict would have encouraged.


